
3rd May 2019  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to school everybody! It has been lovely to see our students and staff 

returned and energised after the beautiful weather and many adventures, fun and for 

some, just restful times throughout the holidays. 

I hope you and your family had an opportunity to attend some of the 

Easter celebrations within our church during this time. We are now in 

the holy and beautiful liturgical season of Easter which began on 

Easter Sunday and will finish on the Feast of Pentecost (7 weeks 

later!). Today we celebrated with a liturgy as part of our morning 

assembly. 

This term we welcome some new students and their 

families to our SJC community. Kane L. started in Yr 5 at the 

end of last term, Sofia C. in Yr 5, Dustin and Robbie B. in Yr 6 

and Agamroop S. in Kindergarten. I know you will make 

these students and their families feel very welcome at St. 

Joseph’s. 

We also welcomed Mrs Anne Hassan to Yr 5/6 Blue replacing Mrs 

Kate Papworth as she began her maternity leave. On Monday we received 

the wonderful news that Kate’s baby boy, Brooklyn was born. Great timing for 

mum! Both Kate and baby Brooklyn are doing well! We wish Kate, Antonio and Liliana 

much joy as they enjoy their new baby son and brother. 

I take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to all the students and their families who 

represented our school at 2 of our local ANZAC day 

services. I was very proud that so many made the effort to 

attend these important events, wearing the school 

uniform with pride and contributing to these solemn and 

respectful services. I also thank Mrs Paff, Mrs Foxon, Mrs 

McGlynn and Mrs Coull for supporting the children at 

these events. 

This will be an exciting term of learning with many upcoming events. To keep you up to 

date we publish a Parent Term Planner. This was sent home on Monday to the eldest 

child and also sent as a digital copy on the Skoolbag app. Please place this somewhere 
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where it can easily be referred to. I draw your attention to the last day of this term, Friday 5th July, which is marked 

as a PUPIL FREE Day. The school will be closed to enable staff to attend a Spirituality Day as part of our compulsory 

‘Faith Accreditation’.  

Thank you to everyone who has logged into their Compass portal, this is also another form of communication and 
will eventually phase out the ‘Skoolbag app’ completely. You must use COMPASS now to notify us of your child’s 
absence, it is also where you will find past and future school reports. This means that from this year 
you will need your Compass log-in in order to access your child’s semester academic reports.  

The Compass student information system is now mandatory across the Diocese, including our 
secondary schools, and will be the central point of access for information about your child’s learning 
journey. We encourage you to log in to your parent portal as soon as possible. At the moment, we 
have approximately 40% of our families still needing to log in. We are really hoping that we can get 
to a 100% take up rate in the next 2 weeks! 

We are also excited to announce the launch of our St. Joseph’s Facebook page. This will be a platform for 
events notifications and good news stories. It will not be a platform for grievances and complaints. It is 
important that you please read the parent information that will be sent home today. 

Volunteers  
From this term and going forward, all new volunteers who wish to volunteer at St Joseph’s (or any school/parish in 

the Diocese) are required to complete the Volunteer Induction Handbook. This handbook covers all aspects of 

volunteering at school from induction through to code of conduct, WHS, confidentiality and privacy. Volunteers are 

required to complete a National Criminal History Check Consent Form (150 points of ID required), Working with 

Children Check Clearance, Registration Form, Volunteer Policy Declaration and Code of Conduct Declaration. 

Volunteers are only able to assist in schools once all documents have been received and cleared (this can take up to 

6 weeks). 

Child Protection Training for Volunteers 
Zimmerman House will be providing sessions at 841 Hunter Street on: Monday 27th May 9am-1pm, Thursday 
29th August 12pm-4pm, Monday 25th November 12pm-4pm  
Register with Aleisha Pound on 49 791 319 or email aleisha.pound@mn.catholic.org.au 
2 weeks prior to session date. 

Just a reminder to ALL volunteers at the school, including canteen volunteers, you MUST sign into the school’s 
electronic kiosk on arrival and sign out on departure. This ensures that in the event of an emergency we know 
exactly who is on site. 

Next Wednesday the 8th May we will be holding an Open Morning, 9:30am -11:00am, to promote our school to 
prospective new families. If you know of any relatives or friends wishing to enrol in Kinder 2020 or other classes 
please let them know about this event. 

School fee statements have been sent home today via email and also hard copy with your child. If you are 
experiencing financial difficulties please phone the school to make an appointment to discuss a payment plan. It is 
always advised to set up a regular payment via your bank account or through Direct Debit. This way you are not left 
with a large sum at the end. 

As we progress through the term please keep in touch. Semester 1 reports will be issued this term and only accessed 

via COMPASS. If you have any concerns regarding your child’s academic or social and emotional progress please 

contact your child’s teacher. Don’t forget we also appreciate any positive feedback you may have! 

 

God Bless, 

Kate Drake  

Acting Principal 

 

mailto:aleisha.pound@mn.catholic.org.au


News from the Acting Assistant Principal 
 
PBL  
Students from all classes are very excited about receiving their Joeys for 
STRIVING HIGH, LIVING LIKE JESUS and CARING FOR THE ENVIRONEMENT.  
Congratulations to the following students who have received their BRONZE 
award for receiving 30 Joeys: 
 

Rose G.   Milly M.   Sophie M. 
 

Zones of Regulation  

This term all students will be participating in weekly Zones of Regulation lessons. The Zones of Regulation program 

teaches students how to identify and recognise different feelings and emotions by categorising them into either the 

GREEN, YELLOW, RED or BLUE zone. Throughout the term students will learn and practise a variety of strategies and 

techniques to assist them in regulating their behaviour. Staff will be holding a parent/carer information session later 

in the term for families that would like more information about the program.  

    

 

Uniform Change Over 
The official date for ALL children to change to winter uniform is the 20th May Week 4. If the 
weather is cooler before this date children are welcome to wear their winter uniform but it must 
be either full winter uniform or full summer uniform during this transition period.  
Many thanks for supporting your children to wear their school uniform with pride.  
 

SJC- STRIVE HIGH, LIVE LIKE JESUS, CARE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 

Every place, every time AND with everybody we remember to use our magic words at St Joseph’s.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Karen Nolan  
Acting Assistant Principal 



Religious Education News 

ANZAC DAY:  

Thank you to all of the students who were able to attend one of the Anzac services in the holidays. It was wonderful 

to see so many people there to pay their respects and honour the Anzacs.               

                               

 

         

 



MOTHER’S DAY:   

 

Angela Foxon        

Acting Religious Education Coordinator  

Sport News  

Congratulations to Tobias E. who trialled at the Diocesan 

level for Touch Football this week. We know you would 

have played well! 

At today’s assembly we were lucky enough to have our Assistant Director, 
Dr. Barbara Myors present to award our top Diocesan swimmers with their 
certificates of achievement. Congratulations to Billy F. and Levi G. on their 
outstanding achievements. 

 

WOOLIES EARN AND LEARN 

It’s that time again to start collecting Woolworths Earn and 

Learn Stickers. 

Between 1st May until 25th June 2019 collect as many 

stickers as you can 

for our school. Stick them on the Sticker sheets and send 

them into school. 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

Congratulations to the following children will celebrate their birthdays in the next two weeks:     

Archie W Joel D 

Evelyn D Kalea H 

Olive W Larni H 

Ruby S Mya C 

Grace D Sybella W 

Elise C Koda W 

Ruby I Neve T 



Congratulations to Chloe G. in 5/6 W for her wonderful performance in the 

holiday spectacular, the Wizard of Oz held at the Newcastle Entertainment 

Centre. Chloe was in the ensemble playing a variety of roles including a munchkin, 

and a member of the Emerald City. 

Well done Chloe!! 

 
 
 
 

 
Fundraising News 

 
 
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS WILL BE COMING HOME ON 6TH 
MAY, 2019 
 
The books will be sent home with the eldest child in the 
family.   
 
The Entertainment book is turning 25 this year and they have 
been working hard to make this the best edition yet.  
 
Order now so you can take advantage of bonus Early Bird 
Offers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother’s Day Stall – Friday 10th May 

All gifts can be purchased via QKR for $7.  Fill in and return the order form that was sent home recently. 

 



 

O’GRADY DRAMA – ST JOSEPH’S CHARLESTOWN 

REMINDER – RE ENROLMENTS – TERM 2, 2019 

Just a reminder to complete the Re-enrolment process to secure your child’s place for this term.  Don’t forget the Creative Kids Voucher, if 

you have one. 

It’s easy to apply.  Each child is allowed one voucher. 

Shane Skerly 

 



 

 

 



 

Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this newsletter are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the Diocese.  

The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese.  The Diocese is not in a position to endorse the 

advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters.  Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the 

advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 


