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From the Principal ð Mrs. Kate Drake  

St Josephõs is a Catholic school and at the heart of everything we do is Jesus Christ. We look forward to 

welcoming your family into our community and hope that your childõs learning journey will be happy, fruitful and 

unique. 

Catholic schools offer students the opportunity to learn and develop in an atmosphere characterised by care. We 

aim to form students and graduates as young men and women who are able to make an active, worthwhile 

contribution to the world in which they live. We celebrate our heritage and faith together with our wider Parish 

communities 

The staff at St Josephõs are committed to providing a truly Catholic education. Our faith permeates everything we 

do. We aim to develop your child socially, academically and spiritually. Our mission is to be faith role models to 

the children in our care. Children learn through experience and our aim is to provide your child with an authentic 

experience of the catholic values of compassion, honesty, justice, hope and love. 

The education of a child begins in the home but upon commencing school we work to build a relationship with 

yourselves to ensure the best learning outcomes for your child. A most effective school is one where parents and 

teachers work in partnership. 

Children learn in a variety of ways and our teaching staff aim to match their delivery of the curriculum to your 

childõs needs. Learning should be enjoyable and challenging. St Josephõs Catholic Primary School Charlestown 

commits to: 

o nurturing each individualõs growth in faith and unique potential 

o offering outstanding educational experiences founded on Catholic values 

o fostering partnership between parents and staff in the education of their children 

o creating communities of respect for each other, the wider society and the earth 

o encouraging active engagement in social justice issues, the service of others and the promotion 

of peace. 

Catholic schools are part of a long tradition of Catholic education provided by religious and lay teachers in Australia 

and this diocese for over 180 years. They fulfil parentsõ rights to choose the schooling for their children which reflects 

their own values, beliefs and hopes. 

The founding Sisters of St Joseph built and developed St Josephõs Catholic Primary School based on the teachings 

of Jesus. It is now our responsibility to continue this tradition and to ensure that the message of Jesus is practical, 

relevant and authentic in the years ahead.  

Thank you for allowing us to be part of your childõs learning journey. We consider this a privilege. 
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SENDING YOUR CHILD TO A CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

The rewards of sending your child to a Catholic school  

When you send your child to a Catholic school there is a sense of belonging: being in a community. At St 

Joseph's , we value the tradition, scripture, religious education, celebration and sacrament that are part of 

being in a Catholic School. We are passion ate in the mission of teaching the knowledge component of our 

faith, as well as being part of studentsõ, and their familiesõ, faith formation in todayõs social climate. 

At St Josephõs, we aim to educate the ôwhole childõ. Our school beautifully integrates spirituality into the 

everyday life of our students, and we do so in subtle ways across all areas of the curriculum: on the sporting 

fields, in our disciplinary policies, in our social justice programs, in school liturgies, and in daily prayers and 

meditat ion time. Children are given time and space to reflect on what Christõs message means to them. This 

culture in our school reinforces our values: compassion, respect, love, humility and forgiveness. Jesusõ 

message of love is lived out in a Catholic school i n many ways.  

The sense of community that is evident in our school enriches our lives. Teachers, administrators, parents and 

students share a special bond and commitment. Each family within our school , experiences the love and 

support from our school community. Not everyone in our school community is Catholic, but the universal 

message of Christõs love binds us to each other. 

What do Catholics Believe?  

¶ A belief that begins with Jesus  

¶ A belief that brea ks bread together  

¶ A belief that understands the power of symbols  

¶ A belief that to be human is to forgive  

¶ A belief that prayer gives life  

¶ A belief that trusts the world is graced  

¶ A belief that works for justice for all  

¶ A belief that includes all  
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SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS 

The parish runs sacramental programs for children in Year 3 to make their First Reconciliation, 

Confirmation and receive their First Eucharist through the local Parish office Sacramental 

Program.  Children in all classes from Kinder to  Year 6 learn about the Sacraments in 

accordance with the Diocesan Religious Education Policy.  

When you enrol your child at St Josephõs Charlestown 

Our school is built on faith, respect and compassion where all concerned (students, staff, parents and the 

parish community) take an active part in the school and work together to provide the best possible 

education for all children.  

When enrolling your child at S t Josephõs Catholic school you understand that:  

1. This school is a Catholic School in which education in faith has a privileged place along with the 

pursuit of excellence in academic and general education.  All students take part in Religious 

Education Programs.  This school also provides other opportunities for its students to express and 

deepen  their faith, at Masses, special celebrations, Parish Sacramental Programs, in Prayer, in Christian 

service and witness and in the entire school environment and atmosphere.  Ideally, the work of the 

school in this regard is based upon home life and is supp orted by it.  

2. Politeness and respect for others are a necessary part of school life.  

3. While travelling, students are to be polite, well -mannered and responsible.  

4. Regular attendance at school and at all lessons is essential.  

5. Full school uniform is to be worn as designated.  

6. The school is a non -profit organisation where all parents share expenses, and so all pay fees.  

Concessions can be arranged with the principal, particularly in difficult circumstances.  

Parents are ôthe first and principle educatorsõ of their children.  The Catholic School is called to assist in the 

evangelisation and education of the children of the Catholic community.  

Parents are asked:  

To support, to the best of their ability, the goals of the Catholic School ð Catholic beliefs, values and 

practices.  
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To ensure, to the best of their ability, that their child observes the expectations  and regulations established 

by the school, to enhance the development of their child spiritually, academically, culturally and physically.  

To observe various reg ulations which have been established for the common good within the school (e.g. 

notification of pupil absences, observance of quarantine periods for certain illnesses , etc. ). 

To demonstrate their belief that parents  and teachers are partners by supporting the proper authority of the 

Principal and staff.  
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Diocesan Vision Statement  

 

òSchool can and must be a catalyst, it must be a place 

of encounter and convergence of the entire educating  

community, with the sole objective of training and helping  

to develop mature people who are simple, competent and  

honest, who know how to love with fidelity, who can live life  

as a response to Godõs call, and their future profession as a service to society.ó                                     

(Pope Francis, Address to the Students of the Jesuit Schools of Italy and Albania. June 7, 2013)  
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St Josephõs Catholic Primary School, Charlestown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARN  

Provide a quality 

education that fosters 

academic excellence, 

and values student 

diversity  

LOVE   
 

Develop Christ 

centred, respectful and 

loving relationships 

with others  
 

SERVE OUR 

COMMUNITY  

Show our faith in 

action through service 

to others and 

stewardship of our 

environment  
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Symbolism of our School Emblem  

The Poppet Head recalls the mining 

history of the Charlestown area.   

The Waterfall reminds us of the 

Flaggy Creek Waterfall above 

Glenrock Lagoon, a beauty spot of 

the local natural environment.   

       

       

       

       

       

       

     

 

 

The ôSJõ represents the Sisters of St 

Joseph of Lochinvar, who have 

worked in the Charlestown area 

since 1927.   

The ôMõ symbolises the Charlestown 

parish of St. Mary Immaculate.   

 Binding together all these elements is the large sign of Christ and the 

motto reads.  

TRUTH IN CHRIST  
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General Information  

ADDRESS: 32 Shelton Street  

         Charlestown  

          NSW 2290 

CONTACT NUMBERS:  

St. Josephõs Catholic Primary School : 

Telephone:  4943 5414 

Fax:    4942 3218 

Email: admin@charlestown.catholic.edu.au  

Webpage: www.charlestown.catholic.edu.au  

MacKillop Parish Office:    

Parish Priest: Father Tony Potts 

Telephone:   4943 4153 

St Nicholas - Out of School Hours Care (O. O.S.H):   

St Nicholas OOSH General Operations Manager: Tracey Sweetman  

 

Mobile: 0429 435 571 (Charlestown OOSH mobile)  

 

Email: charlestown@stnicholasoosh.org.au  

mailto:admin@charlestown.catholic.edu.au
http://www.charlestown.catholic.edu.au/
mailto:charlestown@stnicholasoosh.org.au
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School Timetable  

TIME MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

8.55 -

11.00am  

MORNING BLOCK 8.55-

11.30am  

11.00-

11.50am  

LUNCH 11.30-

12.20pm  

11.50-

1.30pm  

MIDDLE BLOCK 12.20-

1.30pm  

1.30-

2.00pm  

RECESS 1.30-

2.00pm  

2.00-

3.00pm  

AFTERNOON BLOCK 2.00-

3.00pm  

Classes begin at 8.55am and finish at 3.00pm  

Friday lunch is later than Mon -Thurs due to the demands on the canteen on this day.  

 

 



12 

Our Staff 

Parish Priest   

Our Parish Priest is Father Tony Potts.  Fr. Potts is an integral part of the life of our school.  He plays a key role in  

 

working with the teachers to build a spiritual dimension to our school. 

 

Executive Team  

Our Schoolõs Executive Team consists of the Principal, Assistant Principal, Religious Education Coordinator  

and the Primary Coordinator. 

Class Teachers  

There are twelve classes from Kindergarten to Year 6.  Among the teachers is a wide range of experience  

and skills.  We also have a specialist music teacher who provides relief from face to face teaching for all  

members of the teaching staff. 

Support Teachers 

We have other teachers who are allocated to our school to provide further support to the classroom  

teachers.  These include: Teacher Librarian, Learning Support Teacher (LST) and English as a Second  

Language teacher (EAL/D). 

Learning Support  

We have a number of Learning Support Assistants (LSAõs) who play a valuable role in assisting teachers and  

children in the classrooms and library offering a variety of programs. 

 Clerical Staff  

Our clerical staff members are available from 8.30am to 3.30pm Monday to Friday to ensure your enquiries  

to the office are dealt with as efficiently as possible. 

Parent Volunteers  

Parents are welcome to take on many voluntary roles throughout our school.  This ranges from interaction in  

the classroom, joining our Parents & Friends Association, to working in the Learning Hub and canteen.  
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Child Protection  

The Catholic Diocese of Maitland -Newcastle has an absolute and abiding commitment to promote the 

safety, welfare and wellbeing of children. As a parent sending your child or children to a Diocesan school, 

you should be aware of your rights and obligations in protecting your child  and all children in our schools.  

 

The Children and Young Personõs (Care and Protection) Act 1998 

In NSW we are able to report certain information to Family and Community Services (FaCs ). If we are 

concerned for one of more of the children in the school, we can discuss our concerns with a teacher, 

Assistant Principal or Principal. We can report our concerns to the FaCS Child Protection Helpline (Ph. 133 

627, 24 hrs/7 days) if we have rea sonable grounds to suspect that a child or young person is at risk of 

significant harm and our concerns are current. Risk of significant harm may occur from a single act or 

omission or to a series of acts or omissions.  

 

It is better to be safe than sorry, so if weõre uncertain, talk to a staff member at the school. 

 

Part 3A of the Ombudsman Act 1974  

Part 3A Ombudsman Act 1974, defines Diocesan schools as a ôdesignated non-government agencyõ and as 

such we must have systems for preventing, reporting (to the Ombudsman) and investigating reportable 

conduct.  

 

All staff and volunteers in Diocesan schools fall within the scope of Part 3A and may be investigated for 

alleged ôreportable conductõ which includes sexual offenses, misconduct, assault, ill-treatment, ne glect and 

behaviour that causes psychological harm to children.  

The Office of Safeguarding is the Dioceseõs specialist child protection service who works with the 

Ombudsman to ensure the Diocese meets its obligations under Part 3A.  

 

As a parent, if you  lea rn about a staff member or a volunteer working in th e school without a Clearance, 

you  should talk with the Principal or Assistant Princ ipal as soon as possible.  If you  believe that nothing is 

being done about your concerns, you  can contact the Office of S afeguarding @ 

https://officeofsafeguarding.org.au/  

 

 

 

https://officeofsafeguarding.org.au/
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Diocese of Maitland -Newcastle Reporting Policy  

As a parent you can report any concerns you  have for a student, or group of students, to our principal, 

assistant principal or directly to the Office of Safeguarding (02) 4979 1390 

https://officeofsafeguarding.org.au/  

 

As parents you  are entitled  to contact the Office of Safeguarding about any concerns you  have about the 

safety, welfare or wellbeing of a child or i f you  are concerned that the school isnõt addressing allegations of 

reportable conduct or abuse.  
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