
7th May 2021  
 

Dear Parents and Carers,   
This week has been a wonderful week to celebrate Catholic 
schooling and 200 years of Catholic education in Australia. 

We are so privileged to be able to have choices in where we send 
our children to school and to have our faith shared in partnership with home, 
school and parish. On Wednesday we were so happy to welcome our parents, 
grandparents and friends into our classrooms and to have the opportunity to pray 
together and to thank God for the gift of Catholic education. I thank Year 2, their 
teachers and Father Tony Potts for leading us through the beautiful liturgy. I also 
thank our amazing Year 6 students who helped with our new enrolment tours on 
Tuesday. I was so impressed by their sense of pride in our school and the way in 
which they welcomed our visitors and could share the good news about our school. 
If you know of anyone seeking enrolment for their child, please tell them to contact 
the school office.  
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We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Awabakal people. 

We pay our respect to their elders past and present. 

 

**Newsletter will be 
published fortnightly 
in odd weeks** 
 
Monday 10/5 
Mother’s Day Liturgy 
and Morning Tea 9am  
 
Monday 10/5 
P&F Meeting 6:30pm 
in staffroom 
 
Tuesday 11/5 – 19/5 
NAPLAN Yrs 3 & 5 
 
Friday 14/5 Catholic 
Care Winter Appeal 
Donations made on 
QKR – out of uniform 
day 
 
PUPIL FREE DAY  
Thursday 20th May  
 
School athletics 
Carnival 
Tuesday 1/6 
 
Mondays – Ice blocks 
for sale 
 

 
Infants and Primary: 
Monday and Friday 
 

ALL UNIFORM       
ENQUIRIES: 

 

 
 

ORDER VIA QKR APP 
 

All enquiries to email: 
chl.uniformshop@mn.

catholic.edu.au 
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We are looking forward to our Mother’s Day celebration on Monday morning. We will start the 
day with a liturgy at 9am, followed by a morning tea for all those who can join us. We hope this 
will give you an opportunity to meet other mothers, carers and grandmothers in a relaxed and 
enjoyable atmosphere. We understand that not all of you can be with us and we talk to the 
children about this and that it is OK. We wish all our mums, grandmothers and all those who are 
mothers to us, a beautiful day on Sunday where you are honoured and appreciated.  

IMPORTANT DATES 
A reminder of our next PUPIL FREE DAY – Term 2 Thursday 20th May  
Advanced notice of Grandparents Day celebrations - Term 3 Tuesday 27th July 
 

Principal Awards 
Congratulations to the following students who consistently demonstrate our SJC values and 
have received a Principal’s Award: 
Week 2 - Cruze C. Max L.  Violet Mc. Eddie S. 
Week 3 – Leni E. Marlow E. Lani R.  Jamieson Mc.  
    Nyah C. Kalea H. William S. Jett C. 
 
Winter Uniform 
As the weather is beginning to cool students can start wearing their winter uniforms and be fully transitioned by 
Monday 31st May. All students need to be wearing black polishable shoes Tuesday – Thursday. Don’t forget to put 
names on all items of clothing, there are a number of jackets in our lost property boxes with no identification which 
makes it difficult to return them to the correct person. Thank you to all those students who wear correct items, it is 
lovely to see our students wear their school uniform with pride! 
 
School Fees Payment Frequency Form 
Thank you to those parents who have returned the school fees payment frequency form. For those families who 
have yet to send their form in, please complete and return this form. We remind you that fee payments should have 
commenced by now and if paying by instalment we ask that accounts are finalised by 30 November 2021. If paying in 
full please finalise prior to 30 June 2021. Payments can be made via BPay, direct debit or credit card. For families 
experiencing financial hardship or wishing to discuss other payment arrangements please contact the Office. 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to Sienna W. in Kinder Red and her family on the safe arrival of a little sister, Layla 
Rose. We wish you all much happiness and love! 
 
Congratulations also to Mr Mark Faith on his engagement to Ruby! Best 
wishes for a long and happy life together filled with love and joy! 
 
Congratulations to our Diocesan Cross Country team who competed last 

week at Maitland. We are so proud of your efforts! It was also wonderful to hear from staff 
from other schools about our great students who are very well mannered and top sports who tried their best! 
Thanks too to Ms Wozniak and Mrs Savage for assisting at the carnival. We are so pleased to announce that Sophie 
A. and Hamish K. have advanced to POLDING level for their running. This is an amazing achievement! 
 

We are also so proud of Hope K. who was selected from the Polding girls football trails in Bathurst 
to represent he State team at the NSWPSSA State championships in June. Congratulations Hope! 
This is a fantastic achievement, and we look forward to supporting Hope with a school fundraiser 
later in the term to assist with travel, uniform and accommodation costs. 

 
**Please scroll through to the end of the newsletter for invitations to upcoming community and diocesan events! 
 
God Bless, 
Kate Drake   
Principal  



NEWS FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 

 A focus on Learning, Collaboration & Improving 

Student Outcomes 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
Celebrating Catholic Schools Week 
 
We are blessed to be able to provide such a diverse range of experiences for our school community. Each one of 
these events requires hours of preparation involving teachers, office staff, support staff and, of course, parents! We 
thank all those who are involved and participate, because that is the real meaning of a functioning community – 
participation.  
  
This week we held open classrooms; the large turnout was reflective of our positive school culture. We have a 
vibrant sense of community at St Joseph’s.   
  
A positive school community is extremely important for everyone at school, including staff, families, parish and 
members of the broader community. At the core of a positive school community are responsive and respectful 
relationships. These help create a sense of belonging, enable inclusive practices to occur, and increase involvement 
and contribution at school.   
   
May we all continue to work hard for our children and our beautiful 
St Joey’s community. 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed catching up with parents and seeing the look of 
delight on student faces when parents, grandparents and significant 
other care-givers entered the classrooms.  

 
With every best wish,  
 
Nikki Norley 
Assistant Principal 
 

 

 
REMINDER: NAPLAN 2021 
In upcoming weeks the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) will be completed by 
students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. All schools in the Maitland Newcastle Diocese complete NAPLAN Online (except for 
Year 3 writing test). The aim of NAPLAN is to assess the Literacy and Numeracy skills of all students across Australian 
schools. The results will provide information to support future teaching and learning.  

 
What are the benefits of NAPLAN Online?  

• Your child’s individual results will be returned to you within just a few weeks of the NAPLAN testing.  

• The online format allows for ‘tailored testing’, where the test adapts to a student’s performance and asks 
questions that match their achievement level.  



• Students in each year level start with the same set of questions which can then branch into a different set of 
questions based on their responses to the first set of questions.  

• This means that students will be directed to questions that may be easier or more challenging depending on 
their responses.  

• This test design will allow students to better demonstrate their literacy and numeracy skills. 
 

Students at St Joseph’s will complete NAPLAN testing in weeks 4 and 5 (11th May-20th May). All students need to 
bring their own headphones. Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher if you have any concerns. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
 

Catholic Schools Week 2021 

Two hundred years ago the first official Catholic school opened in Australia. 
 
Since then, Catholic education has grown to the point that it now educates around 770,000 primary and secondary 
school students, in more than 1,750 schools, with nearly 100,000 staff. These are sponsored by dioceses and 
parishes, religious institutes and public juridic persons, and groups of parents. Six thousand Catholic catechists 
participate in the religious education of 200,000 children in government schools and parishes. Over the last few 
years, hundreds of Church sponsored early learning centres have been established, educating many thousands of 
pre-schoolers. Around 50,000 tertiary students are now enrolled in our two Catholic universities with their several 
campuses. It is an extraordinary achievement! 
Catholic schools are a jewel in the crown of the Catholic Church in Australia, with few parallels in other countries. 
Alongside families and parishes, they are the Church’s principal meeting point with young people. They are integral 
to the Church’s mission of transmitting the faith to the next generation. It is there that many young people 
encounter Christ, intensify their knowledge and love of God, and are formed as future contributors to Australian 
society. 
 
We hope all our students will emerge from our schools with a deepened sense of the sacred and greater 
appreciation of the true, the good and the beautiful. Catholic education is steadfast in its commitment to 
evangelisation, catechesis, religious education and spiritual and moral formation. 
 
Catholic schools are also a major part of Australia’s educational ecosystem. They are the equal of other schools 
regarding educational programs, student achievement, teacher professionalism, facilities and innovation. They have 
provided high quality education to generations of young Australians, now numbering in their millions. They stand as 
a beacon in our society, for their contribution to the common good and to the nation’s social capital. They have 
helped nurture a more just, tolerant and cohesive society. Catholic education is determined in its commitment to 
excellence and equity. 
 
The extraordinary success of Catholic education did not occur by chance: it is fruit of the sacrifice of past generations 
and divine grace. We are heirs to that rich legacy, borne out of sincere belief, inspiring vision and unwavering 
resolve. The bicentenary of Catholic education in Australia invites us to remember the past with gratitude, be 
inspired by that story in the present, and look forward with faith in the future. 
 

We enjoyed celebrating Catholic Education this week and our connection to Parish, families and the wider 

community. It is clear that we can have faith in the future for Catholic education.  

 



       

 

 

Mother’s Day 

On Monday, 10th May at 9am we will celebrate all of the wonderful Mothers, Grandmothers, and those like 

mothers, in our St Joseph’s community. We will begin with a liturgy under the COLA run by year 1, before inviting 

our special mothers and grandmothers to stay for a lovely morning tea. 

 
 

Sacramental News 

Please keep children preparing for confirmation in your prayers. Preparation in the church for Confirmation will 

occur in week 5 on Wednesday and Thursday evenings at 7pm. Confirmation will be celebrated on the 28th May or 

the 4th June.  

Fundraising for Catholic Care 

Fundraising will occur on  Friday 14th May at St Joseph’s for Catholic Care. Catholic Care is an agency which supports 

the needs of families in the local area who are unable to meet their own needs. Students are asked to make a gold 

coin or (other amount) donation via Qkr and come dressed out of uniform. We look forward to your support of this 

worthwhile cause. 

 

Many Blessings, 

 

Clare Paff  

Religious Education Coordinator  



 

NEWS FROM THE PRIMARY COORDINATOR 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

VCOP at St Joseph’s: Don’t forget to hunt for these four areas in your daily interactions with your children.  

 

 

 
 
 

Word of the week in weeks 3-4 for K-2: intense: extreme force 
 

Word of the week in weeks 5-6 for 3-6: flabbergasted: as if struck dumb with astonishment and surprise. 

 

 

 

 

 



PBL 
Each week our school focuses on a particular area to support our school values. Our school PBL focus for week 3 is to 

Be Honest and for week 4 to Care for our Belongings. 

 

PBL Awards Term 2 Week 3 

BRONZE 

30 

SILVER 

60 

GOLD 

90 

PLATINUM  

120 

MEDAL 

150 
Ava L 

Sienna L 

Olive W 

Jacob S 

Marlow E 

Matilda G 

Ashlyn M 

Levi F 

Bille U 

Scarlett C 

Izabelle Z 

Faith J  

Leo M  Yr 1 

Taj S 

Rose G 

Billie E 

Leni E 

Sienna N 

Evie B  

Felix C 

Abigail C 

Ayrton G 

Isabella St 

Sinead W 

Anna H  

Rocco Z 

Grace Mc 

Ellie O 

Violet Mc 

Flynn R  

Lani R 

Otto G 

Harry B 

Sam V 

Isabella C 

Heath B 

Arlia  

Willow Mc 

Hugo G 

 

Lauren S 

Lily M 

Ivy M 

Jack G 

Neve T 

Nyah C 

Laura S 

Maddi G 

Lucy C 

 

   

 

 



 
 

Having a growth mindset acknowledges that we can learn most things if we put effort into the learning. It recognizes 

that mistakes are part of the learning process and that struggle and persistence are important aspects of 

understanding. Too often our children will give up in the face of these. As parents, we have a key role to play in the 

messages we inadvertently send our children. Start by beginning to recognize your own mindset. For example, by 

saying that you were never good at maths or art or whatever, you are exhibiting a fixed mindset. By flipping that and 

saying that we can all be good at maths or art or whatever, by hard work, persistence and effort, you are instantly 

changing the expectations for your child and promoting a growth mindset. We now know that brain research says 

that we can all ‘grow our brains’ just like a muscle when we exercise. When you offer praise, avoid saying that your 

child is smart or clever and instead praise the effort that they have put in. I had to catch myself the other day when 

my daughter received excellent results at university. I almost stated how clever I thought she was but instead caught 

myself in time and praised her for all the time and effort she had put into studying – which indeed she had. And 

finally, we need to model learning from failure. We have all failed at something or other and have learnt from the 

experience. If we talk positively about failure children start to think of mistakes as a natural part of the learning 

process. Here’s a link to a short video that explains far more eloquently than I as to what you can do to help your 

child achieve.     Growth Mindset Link 

 

 

Ice Blocks for Sale!!  We are selling ice blocks for our Year 6 fundraiser every Monday for $1. 

Thank-you for your support.  

           

 

St Joseph’s 2021 Lego Masters Competition- Round One Winners: 

Congratulations to all the competitors: We had many wonderful entries from across the 

school.  Each student will receive a certificate for their entry. 

The Winners are Round 1 are as follows:  Alice D, Laura S, Julian W, Hugo G, Leni E, Lukas D, Ashlyn M,  

Daniel B, Everlyn M, Ava T and Kai D.  

Please see the Compass post for the pictures of all the entries. 

Below are a few entries: 

https://www.mindsetkit.org/growth-mindset-parents/how-parents-can-instill-growth-mindset/3-ways-parents-can-instill-growth-mindset#:~:text=One%20of%20the%20most%20powerful,part%20of%20the%20learning%20process


 

 

 

Warmest regards, 

Kathryn Hill 

 
 

SPORTS   
Congratulations to Levi G. and Lukas T. who will be trialling at the upcoming Diocesan Rugby trials. We wish you all 
the best! 
 

DIO Cross Country 2021 
 

Last week, 15 fabulous students from Year 2-6 represented St Joseph’s in the Maitland/Newcastle Diocesan Cross-
Country Carnival. We left bright and early on the bus to Maitland Park and spent the day cheering each other on and 
competitors from other schools whilst running as fast as we could in our races. Many PB’s were achieved, and we are 
proud of all students’ efforts and beautiful behaviour! 
Further congratulations go to Sophie Abbot (4 Red) and Hamish Kirkman (5/6 Red) for getting through to Polding 
where they will compete against other students across NSW in their age levels. 

 



 
Gifted Education News 
The past two weeks have been both exciting and busy.  Our teachers have had a professional learning session with 
Sarah Elliott and Sally Brock, the Gifted Education Officers from the CSO, building teacher capacity in analysing data 
to identify gifted students. We will use this learning, along with future professional learning sessions, to set goals in 
differentiating for our gifted learners.   
 
I have been working in classrooms with both 
teachers and children, modelling lessons and 
supporting children in extending their learning. A 
recent focus has been problem solving with 
maths and reading comprehension extension. 
Personal Plans are being prepared for students 
who are already identified as gifted and teachers 
are identifying in-class differentiation strategies 
to cater for these children. 
 
Our GEL committee meets twice each term to 
review progress, set goals and attend to GEL 
school requirements. The committee consists of 
Kate Drake (Principal), Nikki Norley (Assistant 
Principal & Year 4 teacher), Karen Nolan (Kinder 
teacher), Jessica Bourke (Year 4 teacher) and 
myself (GEM & Teacher Librarian). 
 
We look forward to sharing some stories of classroom activities focusing on gifted students in the next newsletter. 

 
Stephanie Tranter 
Gifted Education Mentor 
 



 
P & F News 
 
Thank you to our fundraising committee who organised the lovely Mother’s day gifts for this year’s stall! We hope 
you all enjoy your gifts and wish you all a very HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! 
 
The Entertainment Book 
Now that things are improving on the COVID front, consider buying an Entertainment Book to receive great benefits 
in dining, shopping and entertainment. Follow this link and earn some funds for St Joseph’s:  
 
https://au.entdigital.net/orderbooks/3407f9?utm_campaign=2021-200421-au-reactivation-gwp-mothersday-
school-fr&utm_source=cheetah&utm_medium=email&cid=52049&mid=508020407&tp=i-16IJ-78-DXV-YNbJX-1c-
3Ant-1c-qQB-G-l5yQ9b92HA-1gJQCS 
 

 
 
 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
Congratulations to the following children who celebrate their birthday this month.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everlyn D – 5th May Kalea H- 5th May Olive W- 5th May 

Isabella S- 9th May Jordan I- 10th May Mya C- 11th May 

Sybella- 12th May Elise C- 13th May Koda W- 13th May 
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ASPIRE SONGWRITING SHOWCASE – UMASKED BEATS 
You are invited to the upcoming ASPIRE Song Writing Showcase Evening ‘Unmasked Beats’ which will take place at 
The Factory, St Pius X High School, Adamstown next Thursday 13 May 2021 commencing at 6.00 pm.  
  
Tickets are now on sale for the evening.  Tickets are $12.00 per person and can be purchased via Ticketebo.   The link 
to go purchase tickets is:  https://www.ticketebo.com.au/aspireunmaskedbeats 

  

Please note this is a cashless event and therefore tickets will not be sold at the door on the evening of the 

Showcase.  You will have to present your tickets at the door. 
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OUR STAGE 3 TEAM – Year 5 & 6 Teachers 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 



YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH RESEARCH 
 
  

St Joseph’s is excited to be participating in a study on youth mental health screening in schools, conducted 
by Macquarie University in partnership with the NSW Department of Education and Ministry of Health, The 
Association of Independent Schools of NSW, and Catholic Schools NSW, along with the NSW Mental Health 
Commission.   
  
Sadly, more than half of Australian young people with mental health disorders do not get treatment. This 
study aims to transform the management of mental (or emotional) health in young people by identifying 
youth who are struggling with emotional distress and getting them to appropriate help early.   
  
What are the benefits for my child?  
 

• Access to free emotional health screening for students in Years 4, 5 and 6 that will identify 
students who may be experiencing, or at risk of experiencing, emotional distress (this 
information will be confidential and known only to the school and parents of identified 
students)  
• Recommendations tailored to your child on local, evidence-based referral services, 
provided to the school by expert researchers and clinicians  
• Increased knowledge for school mental health staff in methods of identifying and 
supporting students who may need help  

  
This week  the Parents and Carers of students in Year 4-6 received a Compass notification with more 
information about the study and how your child can participate. In the meantime, please feel free to 
contact the Research Coordinator, Dr Rebecca Kuhnert, if you have any questions or want to know more 
(rebecca.kuhnert@mq.edu.au)   

 


