
4th June 2021 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,   
This week has been a week full of wonderful learning and 
events at SJC. We were blessed with great weather for the 

first day of Winter and our athletics carnival. I was very proud of 
our student’s great attitude to give every event ‘a go’ and to try their very best. 
Thank you to our parent volunteers who assisted on the day, your help is necessary 
and appreciated for the smooth running of the carnival. It was lovely to see so 
many parents and grandparents cheering the children on in their efforts. Also huge 
thanks to Mrs McGlynn, Mrs Davis and their sport team for organising the day. 
Ribbons and medals will be presented at our final assembly for the term on Friday 
25/6. 
 
Today we hosted Bishop Bill Wright and Father Tony Potts as part of the Bishop’s 
parish visitations. Bishop Bill visited Stage 2 and Stage 3 classes and spoke to the 
students about his role in the Church. He answered some very thoughtful questions 
posed to him by our students. He then joined our staff for lunch. Congratulations to 
the following students who will receive the sacrament of confirmation tonight in 
our parish: 
Molly S, Tia R, Imogen H, Sonny I, Sam G, Nyah C, Thomas C, Urban B, Saxon M, 
Evelyn D, Isabella S, Olive W, Jack B, Luke D, Billie H, Sofia G, Maisie D, Abby M, 
Will F, Taj A 
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We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Awabakal people. 

We pay our respect to their elders past and present. 

 

**Newsletter will be 
published fortnightly 
in odd weeks** 
 
Monday 14th June  
Public Holiday 
 
P & F Meeting 
Monday 21/6  
6:30pm in staffroom 
 
Lakes Regional 
Athletics Carnival 
Wednesday 23/6 
 
Thursday 24/6 
NRL Blues 9’s Day 
 
Friday 25/6 
LAST DAY OF TERM 
 
Monday12/7 Pupil 
Free Day 
 
Tuesday 13/7 
FIRST DAY OF TERM 3 
 
Mondays – Ice blocks 
for sale 
 

 
Infants and Primary: 
Monday and Friday 
 

ALL UNIFORM       
ENQUIRIES: 

 

 
 

ORDER VIA QKR APP 
 

All enquiries to email: 
chl.uniformshop@mn.

catholic.edu.au 
 
 

DATES TO 
REMEMBER 
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Thank you to Mrs Whitby for organising another successful Subway lunch day and to parents who ordered. We 
receive $1 in fundraising for every sub ordered and these days help supplement our canteen closures. 
 
Staff are currently in the process of writing Semester 1 reports. These will give parents a comprehensive 
understanding of your child’s academic progress and the effort they are demonstrating in all Key Learning Areas. 
Reports will be published online via our COMPASS App on Wednesday 16/6. Please make an appointment with your 
child’s teacher if you would like to discuss the reports. 
 
A reminder to all that supervision for children starts at 8:25am in the morning and finishes at 3:15pm. Children 
should not be arriving at school before this time. If you need to send your child earlier please book them into our 
OOSH service by emailing: Taylor.Cefai@stnicholasoosh.org.au 
 
Winter Uniform – every student should now be wearing full winter uniform as follows: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal Awards  
Congratulations to the following students who have received a principal Award for 
demonstrating our SJC school values: 
Week 5 – Molly S, Lukas T, Isla E, Marcus H, Xanthia W, Ava L, Kai R, Jeremy H. 
Week 6 – Lauren S, Emily S, Lillian E, Sofia D,  
Week 7 – Lukas D, Rocco Z, Emily B, Elli O, Finn D, Leo M. 
 
School Fees Payment Frequency Form 
Thank you to those parents who have returned the school fees payment frequency form. For those families who 
have yet to send their form in, please complete and return this form. We remind you that fee payments should have 
commenced by now and if paying by instalment we ask that accounts are finalised by 30 November 2021. If paying in 
full please finalise prior to 30 June 2021. Payments can be made via BPay, direct debit or credit card. For families 
experiencing financial hardship or wishing to discuss other payment arrangements please contact the Office. 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Frankie G in Yr 2 who last week performed as part of the chorus in ‘Noahs Flood’ alongside the 
Newcastle Youth Orchestra at St Pius Highschool. We are very proud of you Frankie! 
 
This year we have 3 amazing artists recognised as finalists in the 2021 Interrelate ‘Say No to Bullying’ art 
competition. Congratulations and good luck to: Maya G in Yr 1, Abbey P. and Mikaela M. in Yr 6.  
 

GIRLS 
navy slacks OR 
navy tunic (three box pleated)   
white blouse and school tie   
navy school jacket or jumper 
white socks or navy stockings  
black leather shoes 
 

BOYS 
long dark grey trousers  
blue shirt and school tie   
navy school jacket or jumper 
navy wind jacket 
grey socks 
black leather shoes  
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Fundraiser 
Thank you for supporting our Fundraiser for Hope (Year 6). Combined with our P & F donation we were able to raise 
$1000 to support Hope and her family in covering the costs of accommodation, uniforms, and travel when she 
represents the Polding team at the NSWPSSA State championships in June. Hope and her family are extremely 
grateful for this show of support. THANK YOU!! 

  
 

Vinnies CEO Sleepout  

Simon Hughes, Dad of Kipp Hughes in 3/4 Red, has put himself forward for this fundraising initiative and is looking to 
raise $5,000. 
 
If you have a spare moment and a spare dollar or two, please consider supporting him in doing his part to raise 
money for this worthwhile cause. Let us show our sense of compassion and community by giving back to those less 
fortunate than ourselves and help them in their time of need. 
 

https://www.ceosleepout.org.au/fundraisers/simonhughes/new-south-wales 

 

Finally, I just wanted to remind everyone of the power of kindness, in our words and actions. Today I spoke with all 
of Stage 3 about striving to be the best person they can be by being kind, respectful and by standing up for what is 
right. Our young people are challenged by many modern influences especially with their interactions on social 
media. Unfortunately, there has been some inappropriate gestures, noises and language that the children told me 
come from things seen on TIK TOK and other online apps and are being mimicked at school. We discussed how these 
actions make people feel and how they are not funny and are inappropriate. I have also heard of some unkind 
comments about students on class parents, face book pages. This is also unacceptable and hurtful and impacts on 
other people’s lives. The school does not moderate the parent FB pages so it makes it difficult for us to monitor what 
is being posted. It is important to remember that we too as parents need to be mindful of our actions and words, as 
we model these behaviours for our children. Let us work together to create an inclusive and thoughtful catholic 
community where each person is respected and treated with kindness. 
 
God Bless, 
Kate Drake   
Principal  
 

 

Simon Hughes 
This winter, I'll be raising money for people experiencing homelessness in my 

city. Click here to help me have the biggest impact I can by supporting the 

Vinnies CEO Sleepout today. Your donation will help the St Vincent de Paul 

Society provide housing, food and empowering support to the people who 

need it most. 

www.ceosleepout.org.au 
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NEWS FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 
 

A focus on Learning, Collaboration & Improving Student Outcomes 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

Feedback Loop- the importance of celebrating growth. 

At last week’s staff meeting we reflected on our school-wide commitment to purposeful, successful 

learning. I am always mindful of the importance of tracking growth and identifying moments in time when 

we have an “ah-ha” moment. Whether we are big or small we need to embrace our “feedback loop” and 

reflect on how we grow in all aspects of our lives.  

Then the fun part happens we celebrate our success! Often, we move onto the next goal without taking a 

moment in time to identify what we have achieved and celebrating.  

This coming fortnight reports will be available on compass. Parents play a vital role in their child’s 

“feedback loop” and our hope is that you reiterate and celebrate individual growth and achievement. 

With every best wish,  
Nikki Norley 
Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Tranter 

providing 

feedback 

through 

student 

conferencing. 

Teachers 

providing 

feedback to 

students 

based on 

success 

criteria. 

Peer to Peer 

Feedback 

based on 

Success 

criteria. 

 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
This weekend 20 students from St Joseph’s will be confirmed into the Church by  Bishop Bill. 

Confirmation is the second of the Church’s three sacraments of initiation, which begins at 

baptism and will be completed with communion/also known as Eucharist. Confirmation 

strengthens the promises made during baptism and recipients receive a deepening of the 

release of the gifts of the Holy Spirit in the form of wisdom, knowledge, right judgement, 

understanding, courage, reverence and wonder and awe. 

 

We congratulate our students on their continued growth on their faith journey.  

 

Religious Literacy 

In September, our  year 6 students will sit for the Diocesan religious literacy assessment to determine their 

knowledge and understanding of core Catholic beliefs developed during their years at a Catholic school. Increasing 

student knowledge of the Catholic faith is a school goal. The Catholic faith incorporates a broad understanding of 

history, language, and geography. Developing a better understanding of the Catholic world view will assist students 

as they embark on high school studies. Each week we will feature key vocabulary to help in enhancing knowledge in 

this area. 

 

The term stewardship in view of Catholic social teaching refers to care for all of creation including the environment, 

our personal talents and gifts. We are called to be guardians of our environment and to use our strengths wisely for 

the greater good.  

 

 

 

 

Many Blessings, 

 

Clare Paff  

Religious Education Coordinator  

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE PRIMARY COORDINATOR 
Literacy at St Joseph’ 

Students participate in a Literacy Block, which involves Reading and Writing. As 
educators, we believe the connections made between reading and writing support 
students to learn and apply new skills. 

Reading skills are taught using a range of strategies. These include:                                 
-explicit whole class and small group teaching for decoding and comprehension 

strategies.                                                -reading aloud to develop fluency and self-monitoring skills.                                                                                                       
-using mentor texts to support students in developing the multiple strategies they need to read fluently and their 
understanding of how author’s convey messages.                                                                                                                          
-using open questions and focusing on constructing understanding. 

 Writing skills are taught using a range of strategies from three leading Writing Programs: The Seven Steps for 
writing, The Writing Book and VCOP/Big Write. Some strategies taught include:                                                                     
-reviewing mentor texts to identify an effective author’s style (Bump it Up Walls)                                                                  
-using mentor texts to identify language features and genre structures                                                                                    
-writing conferences between the teacher and individual students to determine their progress towards individual 
learning goals and discuss feedback 



V.C.O.P. is used as an approach to support the growth of our students as authors. The V.C.O.P. method is based on 
fast, fun and lively teaching of the ‘writing voice’ through oral communication. This is followed up with sustained 
writing and focused editing. VCOP is the focused teaching of: 
Vocabulary – using a wide range of ‘WOW’ words. These support students in building a more ambitious vocabulary 
for their writing, 
Connectives – teaches a wider range of words and phrases for connecting thoughts, ideas and sentences; 
Openers – teaches a wider range of ways of opening sentences, including sequence words, linking words and 
phrases and the three power openers. Power openers are the words that start a sentence with connectives, words 
ending in –ly and words ending in -ing; 
Punctuation – increasing a wide range of punctuation, including power punctuation. 
The VCOP Gang is a group of characters that support students to learn each VCOP area. Students self-assess their 
writing against a success criteria in order to set goals for improvement with their teacher. 

Word of the week in weeks 3-4 for K-2: Wisdom: knowledge that is gained by having many years of experience in life. 

Word of the week in weeks 5-6 for 3-6: ludicrous: absurd 

 

PBL 
Each week our school focuses on a particular area to support our school values. Our school PBL focus for week 7 is to 

Keep our school clean and for week 8 to Make good choices. 

 

PBL Awards Term 2 Week 7 

BRONZE 

30 

SILVER 

60 

GOLD 

90 

PLATINUM  

120 

MEDAL 

150 
Nash D 

Lachlan V 

Lee M  

Sofia D-A 

Zoe F 

Julian K 

Ava T 

Jacob E 

Samuel W 

Gus F 

Jeremy H 

Neva K 

Eli S 

Olive H 

Adelina D  

Sadie I 

Eden J  

Alex B  

Huon C  

James C  

Finn D  

Beau G 

Daly L  

Max L  

Jamieson McL 

Nash W 

Isabella C 

Edward A 

Daniel B  

Cruze C 

Lochlan O 

Zaha A 

Eden C 

 

   



Evelyn M  

Audrey H 

Chloe M 

Sophie A 

Perri G 

            Frankie G,  

            Juniper K, 

            Ruby M 

             Cora P 

             Marlo E 

              Bede H 

               Sonny M 

               Sam R 

                Ari S 

                Ivy T 

 

 

Ice Blocks for Sale!! We are selling ice blocks for our Year 6 fundraiser every Monday for $1. 

Thank-you for your support.  

          

St Joseph’s 2021 Lego Masters Competition- Round Three (Final Round) Theme: Free Build 

Due Monday 21st June (week 9) 

Please email entered to: kathryn.hill@mn.catholic.edu.au 

Warmest regards, 

Kathryn Hill 

 
News from the Classroom 
 
Aboriginal Education News: 
Stage 3 students recently had the incredible honour of listening to a talk delivered by Wadi Wadi tribal Elder – Aunty 
Chris. 
Aunty Chris shared her story of being an Aboriginal girl, growing up amidst the stolen generations. We learnt how 
she and her sister repeatedly eluded the men in the ‘big black car’ who came to take the children away. How she was 
told she was not worth educating as she would only ever become a nun or a servant. She shared the harrowing 
recount of her teenage years living in a covenant and how her anger, discriminatory treatment and trauma could 
easily have shaped the rest of her life.  
 
It was astounding to hear about her later teenage years and how she was finally showed love when working with 
elderly returned soldiers. From here, Aunty Chris decided to live her best life………and what a life she has lived!!!  
 
Finally, Aunty Chris shared her experience of sitting in Parliament House while Prime Minister Kevin Rudd delivered 
his ‘Sorry’ speech- a monumental event in Australia’s history and a huge step in our Reconciliation journey. 
 
Aunty Chris has demonstrated to all students and staff who had the pleasure of listening to her speech that anything 
can be accomplished with a willingness to listen, resilience, forgiveness and determination!! 
 
Today, Aunty Chris is a proud mother, grandmother and tribal elder. Her amazing life and career has centered 
around her Aboriginal culture and mentoring others. 
 
We at St Joseph’s Charlestown are forever grateful to Aunty Chris for sharing her story with us. 
 
Mrs Danielle Shaw  
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island Teacher 



 

 
 
World Maths Day: 
Last week our school celebrated World Maths Day! Each class participated in various challenging Math games, quizzes 
and investigations! Our Year 5/6 students were challenged to create and design items that will make a profit. They 
learnt about percentages, cost price and profit margins. Maths is used in our lives daily and the children love engaging 
and learning more each day. 
 

  
 
 

SPORTS   
 
On Tuesday, we ran our annual Athletics Carnival at the Fearnley Dawes Athletics Track. It was so great to see all the 
children trying their hardest and participating in many events throughout the day. There was also great 
sportsmanship and encouragement shown by all children which helps make the day run very smoothly and puts a 
smile on everyone’s face. A big thank you to all the parent helpers who gave up their time to help with official jobs 
throughout the day. The carnival literally cannot run without you. We are extremely grateful for your help.  
 
The Regional carnival will be held at Glendale on Wednesday 23rd June. We will be handing out notes next week to 
the children that have made it through to this level. At our Friday morning assembly in week 10, which will be 25th 
June, we will be handing out ribbons and medals from the athletics carnival. 
 
Please see our photo collage at the end of the newsletter! 
 

 

Natalie Davis  Emma McGlynn 
 



Gifted Education News 
We are well on our way in building our differentiation strategies for our gifted students. Walking through 
our classrooms you can see extended success criteria specifically targeting our gifted students, more open 
ended tasks for maths and science and bump it up walls to extend writing. This is only naming a few of the 
many strategies our fabulous teachers are using to extend students. 
 
The GEM role is on Thursdays, and my timetable is currently focusing on supporting children and teachers 
in Year 1, Year 2, Year 4 and Year 5. Teachers use data to identify which children will receive this support 
and establish the learning area that currently needs support. Maths and reading comprehension are the 
current focal points in these classrooms. 
 
It was great fun this week working with Year 4 students while they gathered data around what their bodies 
are doing each day. For example, they timed their heartbeats and eye blinks and used multiplication 
strategies to establish how many times they do these things in a school day. They will use this, and other 
data they have created, to produce a comparison table. 
 

                     
                 Bump it Up Wall                               3D ‘create’ tasks for maths                 Extended success criteria 

 
Stephanie Tranter 
Gifted Education Mentor 
 
P & F News 
 
The Entertainment Book 
Now that things are improving on the COVID front, consider buying an Entertainment Book to receive great benefits 
in dining, shopping and entertainment. Follow this link and earn some funds for St Joseph’s:  
 
https://au.entdigital.net/orderbooks/3407f9?utm_campaign=2021-200421-au-reactivation-gwp-mothersday-
school-fr&utm_source=cheetah&utm_medium=email&cid=52049&mid=508020407&tp=i-16IJ-78-DXV-YNbJX-1c-
3Ant-1c-qQB-G-l5yQ9b92HA-1gJQCS 
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
Congratulations to the following children who celebrate their birthday this month.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lani R- 2nd June Julian K- 3rd June Cruze C- 4th June 

Grace M- 4th June Aurora E- 7th June Ana T- 7th June 

Lachlan C- 10th June Saxon M- 12th June Kai D- 16th June 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SJC 2021 ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


